ESSAYS ON THE GITA

which we have had to deal in the last essay; the first,
which has been fully translated, explains the way oi
the divine birth, divyam janma, the Avatarhood. But
we have to remark carefully that the upholding of
Dharma in the world is not the only object of the
descent of the Avatar, that great mystery of the Divine
manifest in humanity; for the upholding of the Dharma
is not an all-sufficient object in itself, not the supreme
possible aim for the manifestation of a Christ, a
Krishna, a Buddha, but is only the general condition
oi a higher aim and a more supreme and divine utility.
For there are two aspects of the divine birth; one is a
descent, the birth of God in humanity, the Godhead
manifesting itselt in the human form and nature, the
eternal A\atar; tlie other is an ascent, the birth of
man into the Godhead, man rising into the divine
natuic and consciousness, madbhavam dgatah; it is the
being born anew in a second birth of the soul. It is
that new birth which Avatarhood and the upholding
of the Dharma are intended to serve. This double
aspect in, the Gita's doctrine of Avatarhood is apt to
be missed by the cursory reader satisfied, as most
arc, with catching a superficial view of its profound
teachings, and it is missed too by the formal com-
mentator petrified in the rigidit\ of the schools. Yet
it is necessary, surely, to the whole meaning of the
doctrine. Othciwise the Avatar idea would be only
a dogma, a popular superstition, or an imaginative
or mystic deification ot historical or legendary super-
men, not what the Gita makes all its teaching, a deep
philosophical and religious truth and an essential part
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